MY FIRST STATUE OF CHRIST:  1917-1920

soul. It is evident that many people have found this in Mr. Epstein's
Christ, and that Father Vaughan has not. Well, Father Vaughan
will find his Christ in every Roman Catholic Church in the land,
and in all the shops that furnish them. Let him choose the statue
that is nearest his own heart $ and I have no doubt that Mr. Cecil
Phillips will place it beside Mr. Epstein's and leave every man to
judge for himself which of the two is the more memorable.

BERNARD SHAW.

I remember on visiting the gallery one day with a friend,
1 noticed a man just emerging from the room where the
"Christ" was shown, with clenched fists and an angry,
furious face. I was told this was John Galsworthy, who ever
after, in season and out, attacked my sculpture. I believe
that in England it is his class, the upper-middle class, that
has most resented my work. One might wonder at this,
wonder what it is that strikes at them in my sculpture, what
profoundly rooted beliefs and shibboleths are disturbed. I
know that my work has become the sport of popular music-
hall quips, and " man-in-the-street" jocularities, but this is
due to a humorous association in their mental picture of
sculpture with a comic figure like the little mannequin that
ventriloquists use ; but the class that Galsworthy represents
really " sees red " when confronted with my imaginative
works and even my portraits. A man entering my exhibition
of drawings says to the gallery owner: "I should like to
take Epstein out to a butcher's shop and have his hands
chopped off." Matthew Smith overheard a man saying to a
woman in front of a Bond Street dealer's window which
showed a flower painting of his: " Those fellows Epstein and
Smith ought to be in jail! " This fury over flower paintings,
or paintings of still life, fruit, or landscape, or portrait busts,
passes one's comprehension, and can only be understood by
relating it to something fundamental, going far deeper than
the sculpture or painting involved.1
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